ANDREW JACKSON

1767-1845

Many of America's leading men have been born in
humble homes. To a boy with grit and the will to
succeed, poverty can be a great incentive to effort, and
Andrew Jackson, the hero of this story, possessed both
these qualities in a marked degree.

Andrew's parents were very poor. Their original
home was in Garrickfergus, Ireland, but in 1765 they
and their elder sons, Hugh and Robert, emigrated to
America where they settled in North Carolina. They
were not to enjoy their new life together very long,
however. Early in 1767 Mr. Jackson died, a few days
before his third son, Andrew, was born on the I5th of
March. Thus, even before he arrived in the world, life
began to deal out hard blows at young Andrew, for he
came into the world fatherless.

Andrew's boyhood could not have been a very joyous
one. His sole companions were rough boys of his own
class, and the only schooling he received was at a small
log hut in the forest where he learned to read and write
and work out simple sums. When he was eight the War
of Independence broke out, and his two elder brothers
joined the patriot army, and were both killed fighting
the British. So Andrew and his mother were left alone
in the world.

At this time Andrew, we are told, was a tall, slim boy
with a freckled face. His clothes were rough and patched,
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